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PRESS RELEASE 
2 
FROM: THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION (Mr. Frank kneebone) 
• I n c r e a s e s in wage c o s t s , ho l iday„pay load ing and 
e l e c t r i c i t y charges have f o r c e d the S t a t e Government t o 
review water r a t e s in the Murray u p - r i v e r areas and 
Mypolonga Highland. 
i The M i n i s t e r o f I r r i g a t i o n , Mr. Kneebone, s a i d today? 1 
the s i t u a t i o n would have r e q u i r e d a r i s e of ten d o l l a r s per 
h e c t a r e to cover the e s c a l a t i o n in c o s t s s i n c e the l a s t • 
adjustment in 1971-72 and approx imate ly s i x t e e n d o l l a r s per-' | 
h e c t a r e t o meet f u r t h e r known and a n t i c i p a t e d i n c r e a s e s in 
c o s t s f or the current year . 
/ However, the Government was determined t o keep i n c r e a s e s 
to a minimum.' v , . 'V "• . 
' ' M r » Kneebone s a i d the Department had taken account o f 
l o s s e s caused by r e c e n t unseasonable weather c o n d i t i o n s in 
s e t t ing the new r a t e s . ' v 
As a r e s u l t , e v e n w i t h the h i g h e r r a t e s , growers c o u l d 
e x p e c t : t o pay l e s s for i r r i g a t i o n water t h i s year than l a s t 
y e a r . - J i V'v^ • [] >'.'•"•' 
The M i n i s t e r s a i d that e x p e r i e n c e had shown over t h e 
past s e v e r a l y e a r s that the r e b a t e o f f e r e d to d i s t r i c t s which 
had a f i v e g e n e r a l s i r r i g a t i o n program was no l o n g e r an -V 
e f f e c t i v e i n c e n t i v e f o r economy in water u s a g e . a 
For t h i s reason t h e r a t e f i x e d f o r f i v e g e n e r a l s was now 
the a c t u a l charge to apply . r ' 
Mr. Kneebone s a i d that S t a t e Cabinet had approved 
i n c r e a s e s of l e s s than f i v e d o l l a r s per h e c t a r e f o r both four and 
f i v e genera l i r r i g a t i o n programs.. 
In a d d i t i o n , a r a t e for three genera l i r r i g a t i o n s had; , 
been s e t . T h i s was $ 6 . 7 5 l e s s than f o r four g e n e r a l s . 
T h i s was an i n n o v a t i o n t o a l l o w i r r i g a t i o n Advisory Boards 
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to reduce the/number of genera l i r r i g a t i o n s accord ing t o the 
needs of the m a j o r i t y of s e t t l e r s . i n t h e i r d i s t r i c t and bo 
minimise the annual charge t o which they would tie liable/.'/_,:•'"• 
v ' The new annual r a t e s for the 1973-74 s e a s o n are • • 
For 5 genera l i r r i g a t i o n s , $ 6 1 . 7 5 per h e c t a r e 
* For 4 •• "-,'..'•/ : / ' $ 5 4 . 7 5 \ ' . 
- \ r'^*' For 3 'u " V _ ; V $48 .00 ' " V ' 
* .. The charge f o r s p e c i a l i r r i g a t i o n s w i l l remain a t . . 
$ 2 . 0 0 .per-hourLfor the ba lance of t h i s . season and i n c r e a s e t o 
$2 .25 per hour on the f i r s t of J u l y . • ' 
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